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Oct. 29, 2021

Policy Statement: The Dissemination of Non-scientific and 
Misleading COVID-19 Information by Nurses

Purpose
To address the misinformation being disseminated about COVID-19 by nurses.

For the purposes of this statement, misinformation is defined as distorted facts, inaccurate or misleading 
information not grounded in the peer-reviewed scientific literature and counter to information being 
disseminated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Food and Drug  
Administration (FDA).

Statement
COVID-19 is a potentially deadly virus. Providing misinformation to the public regarding masking, vaccines, 
medications and/or the COVID-19 virus threatens public health. Misinformation, which is not grounded in 
science and is not supported by the CDC and FDA, can lead to illness, possibly death, and may prolong the 
pandemic. It is an expectation of the U.S. boards of nursing, the profession, and the public that nurses uphold 
the truth, the principles of the American Nurses Association Code of Ethics and highest scientific standards 
when disseminating information about COVID-19. 

When identifying themselves by their profession, nurses are professionally accountable for the information they 
provide to the public. Any nurse who violates their state nurse practice act or threatens the health and safety of 
the public through the dissemination of misleading or incorrect information pertaining to COVID-19, vaccines 
and associated treatment through verbal or written methods including social media may be disciplined by their 
board of nursing. Nurses are urged to recognize that dissemination of misinformation not only jeopardizes the 
health and well-being of the public, but may place their license and career in jeopardy as well.
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